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The issues in the Middle East are generations old and very complex. Many of us--Jews,
Catholics and Muslims --have lived in that region or have relatives and friends who live
in the countries where strife is occurring. It is very sad, disturbing and heart breaking to
witness acts of violence and killing in the Middle East and most recently in Lebanon.  We
do not necessarily agree on the path forward to bring about a lasting solution to the
issues.   However, we all agree that no progress can be made when weapons of war are
being used. No one can have honest and fruitful negotiations at gunpoint. 

Therefore, we, the leaders of diverse religious communities in Albuquerque, New Mexico
call for an end to attacks and violence that have already killed hundreds of innocent
civilians. Most importantly, we call for all sides to meet, face to face, and openly,
honestly and fairly work together to find a just and lasting solution to the disagreements
that are at the root of the current violence. 

We may call God by different names, yet we all recognize His supremacy and His desire
that we find peace among each other. God calls us to see each other as His people of the
covenant. Hatred has no place in God’s world. God calls us to come together with
respect, justice and partnership in making His world a better place for all. 

We call upon our communities of faith to use prayer and fasting for peace. We pledge to
work together to root out hatred, misunderstanding and mistrust in order to fulfill God’s
covenant of Peace. 

May our work together as brothers and sisters in faith here in Albuquerque, serve to
inspire others to work for true peace, in the name of God.

Signed
Most Rev. Michael J. Sheehan, Archbishop of Santa Fe
Rabbi Art Flicker, Congregation B'nai Israel
President Imtiaz Malik, Islamic Cultural Center
Father Michael Demkovich, OP Inter-Religious Officer Archdiocese Santa Fe.
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